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Background

The Brent Spence Bridge corridor is a pivotal section of one of our nation’s most important
highway systems. Spanning hundreds of miles from Miami to Canada, Interstate 75 (I-75)
isamong our longest and busiest interstate transportation routes. The Brent Spence Bridge
is a vital link on the [-75 corridor, enabling the highway to cross the Ohio River. In our
community, the Brent Spence Bridge corridor is a major thoroughfare for local and re-
gional travel. The Bridge itself is an interstate connection for both I-71 and |-75 traffic.

Currently, the Brent Spence Bridge and the corridor support a level of use that far exceeds
its original design.. Specific problems include growing traffic congestion, safety
concerns, and design deficiencies. These issues threaten the overall efficiency of moving
people and goods within the region. The Ohio Department of Transportation (0DOT)-and
the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet (KYTC) have initiated the study of the rehabilitation of
the Interstate 71/75 corridor, including the Brent Spence Bridge, to increase capacity and
improve safety in this critical transportation corridor.

This is the first ina series of newsletters designed to. communicate with those interested in
the project. Other vehicles for communication are highlighted throughout the newsletter.
Your input is valuable to the project and you are encouraged to stay engaged in this
important process as it proceeds. The improvements in this corridor will make it easier to
travel safely throughout the region.

www.brentspencebridgecorridor.com

For more information about the Brent Spence Bridge Replacement/Rehabilitation project, visit
www.brentspencebridgecorridor.com. The Brent Spence Bridge project web site is up-
dated regularly and provides more detailed information about:

e The project’s history

e The Advisory and Aesthetic committees

* The project schedule

* Related studies and study documents

e Project alternatives

* The project approach (the ODOT Project Development Process)
* Project contacts

Feedback Forms are also available on the web site for you to submit any comments, ques-
tions or suggestions related to the Brent Spence Bridge project. Your input is welcome and
we look forward to hearing what you have to say!
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Project Purpose

The purpose of the Brent Spence Bridge Replacement/Rehabilitation project is to increase
capacity and improve safety along this vital transportation corridor. The project aims to:

* |mprove traffic flow and level of service

e |mprove safety

e Correct design deficiencies

 Maintain connections to regional and national transportation corridors

Following ODOT’s Project Development Process, the initial phase will identify and study a
series of feasible alternatives. The preferred solution should be affordable, functional,
aesthetically pleasing and ultimately constructible. Ideally, it would maximize the use of
existing rights of way; minimize major disruptions to traffic, businesses and neighbor-
hoods, and respect the areas natural and cultural resources.

The Project Schedule

The rehabilitation of the Brent Spence Bridge corridor is one of the largest infrastructure
projects currently being undertaken by the two states. Before construction can begin, a
tremendous effort must go into examining the issues and problems in the corridor, iden-
tifying conceptual and preferred alternative solutions, conducting necessary environmen-
tal and socio-economic studies, designing the project, managing land acquisition and
right-of-way issues. The schedule below outlines the project and study process.
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Project Limits

The Study Area

The Brent Spence Bridge project corridor
extends between Northern Kentucky and
Cincinnati, Ohio. The study area:

* |s 6.5 miles long

* Encompasses a total of 2.82 square miles

* Begins just south of the I-75/Kyles Lane

interchange in Kentucky
 Ends just north of the Western Hills

Viaduct interchange on I-75 in
Cincinnati, Ohio
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