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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Ecological Scrvices .
6950 Americana Parkway, Suite H &\ '@: ﬁ%‘\;@%
Reynoldsburg, Ohia 43068-4127 % i0 o B

(614) 469-6923/Fax: (614) 469-6919

Auguat 16, 2006

TAILS: 31420-2006-TA-0837
Dennis A, Decker
Federal Highway Administration
Ohio Division Office
200 North High Street
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Mr, Pecker:

This is in response to your August 2, 2006 letter requesting our participation in the environmental
review process for the Brent Spence Bridge Replacement/Rehabilitation project on 1-75 between
Covington, Kentucky and Cincinnati, Ohio. We understand that this project is in the preliminary
development process and at this time you are iniriating an Environmental Impacy Statement (EIS).
We accept the invitation to participate in this process and will sexve as the lead FWS Field Office
on this project.

Your red flag summary includes the federally listed species that may accur in the project area and
that should be addressed during the planning process. Below we have provided you standard
information on each of these species.

ENDANGERED SPECIES COMMEN rS:
The proposed project lies within the range of the Indiana bat (Myotls sodalis), a Federally-listed

endangered species, Since first listed as endangered in 1967, their population has declined by
nearly 60%, Several factors have contributed 1o the decline of the Indiana ba, including the loss
and degradation of suitable hibernacula, hurnan disturbance during hiberation, pesticides, and
the loss and degradation of forested habitat, particularly stands of large, mature trees.
Fragmentation of forest habitat may also contribute to declines. Summer habitat requirements for
the species are not well defined but the following are considered important:

1. Dead or live trees and snags with peeling or exfoliating bark, split iree trank and/ot branches,
or cavities, which raay be used as maternity roost areas.

2, Live trees (such as shagbarlk hickory and oaks) which have exfoliating barl.
4. Qtream cotridors, riparian areas, and upland woodlots which provide forage sites.

The Service recommends that project designs maintain as many trees and forested habitat
shrub/scrub habirat as possible along all property lines and along edges of developed areas by
minimizing footprint of graded areas, roads, and staging areas to the maximum extent practicable.
Should the proposed site sontain 1rees or associated habitats exhibiting any of the characteristics
lisred above, we recommend that the habitat and surrounding trees he saved wherever possible. If
the trees must be cur, further coordination with thia office ir requested ta determine if surveys are
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warranted, Any survey should be designed and conducted in coordination with the Endangered
Species Coordinator for this office.

The proposed project lies within the range of the running buffalo clover (Trifolium
stoloniferum), & Federally-listed endangered species. This gpecies can be found in partially
shaded woodlots, mowed areas (Jawns, parks, cemeteries), and along streamis and trails, Running
buffalo clover requires periodic disturbance and a somewhat open habitat to successfully flourish,
but cannot tolerate full-sun, full-shade, or severe disturbance. If suitable habitat is present, we
cecommend that surveys for this species be conducted by a trained botanist in May ot June when
the plant is in flower,

The proposed project {ies within the range of the sheepnose mussel (Plethobasus cyphyus), a
Federal candidate species, The sheepnose is primarily known from larger streams and rivers. It
typically occurs in shallow choal habitats with moderate to swift currents over coarse sand and
gravel. Habitats with sheepnose may also have mud, cobble, and bounlders. Should the proposed
project directly or indirectly impact any of the habitat types described above, we recommend that
a survey be conducted to determine the presence or probable absence of sheepnose mussels in the
vicinity of the proposed site.

This technical assistance letter is submitted in accordance with provisions of the Fish and
Wildlife Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C.661 et seq.), the Endangeted
Species Act of 1973, as amended, and i8 congistent with the intent of the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Mitigation Policy, Please note that
consultation under section 7 of the ESA may be warranted for this project if suitable habirat for
listed species may be impacted by this project. This letter provides technical assistance only and
does not serve as a completed section 7 consultation document.

If you have any questions regarding our response or if you need additional information, please
comtact Sarena Selbo at extension 17,

Sincerely,
Mﬂ[’y Knapps Fh.D.

Field Superviser

cc: ODNR, DOW, SCEA Unit, Columbus, OH



KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF FISH & WILDLIFE RESOURCES
COMMERCE CABINEY
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Fax (502) 564-0506 O, dongthan W. Bassst
fiw. k. gov Cominissionsr
January 5, 2006

Jeff Brown

Environmental Planner

Parsons Brinkerhoff Quade & Douglas, Inc.
312 Elm Street, Suite 2500

Cincinnati, O 45202

RE: Threatened/endangered species, critical habitat review, and potential envirommental impacts
associated with the proposed improvernents to I—73 and the Brent Spence Bridge in the Greater
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky Region. .

Dear Mr. Brown: - . : . -

The Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources (KDFWR) have received your request fc)r the
above-referenced information. The Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Information System (KFWIS) indicate that
federal and state threatened and endangered species are known to occur within close proximity to the
project area (see attached list). Please be aware that our database system is a dynamic one that only
represents our current knowledge of the various species distributions.

Due to the fact that this project is in the early stages of planning aud it is unknown the measures that will be
taken to improve the traffic flow and level of service for the Greater Cincinuati/Northern Kentucky area we
recommend that the Ohio Department of Transportation and the Kentucky Trausportation Cabinet keep the
various resource agencies informed on the ongoing status of the project. Several state and federally listed
mussels have historically occurred within this portion of the Ohio River. Proposed itmprovements may
warrant mussel surveys and/or special conditions to minimize impacts to the aquatic ecosystern. Continued
cornmunication between the state transportation agencies and the state and fedéral resource agencies will
insure that goals are met with minimal impacts to natural resources.

To minimize indirect impacts to state and federal threatened/endangered mussels located within the Ohio
River strict erosion control measures should be developed and implemented prior to constraction to
minimize siltation into waterways located within the project area. Such crosion control measures may
include, but are not limited to silt fences, staked straw bales, brush barriers, sediment basins, and diversion
ditches. Erosion control measures will need to be installed prior to construction and should be inspected
and repaired regularly as needed . .

KDFWR recommends that you contact the appropriate USs Army Corps of Engineers office and the
Kentucky Division of Water prior to any work within the waterways or wetland habitats of Kentucky.
Additionally, KDFWR recommends the following for the portions of the project that inmpact streams:

e  Channel changes located within the project area should incorporate natural streaimn channel design.
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Development/excavation during low flow period to minimize disturbances.

o  Proper placement of erosion control structires below highly disturbed areas to minimize entry of
sil{ into area strearns.

e  Replanting of disturbed areas after copstruction, including stream banks, with native vegetation for
soil stabilization and enhancement of fish and wildlife populations. We recommend a 100 foot
forested buffer along each stream bank.

e  Return all disturbed instream habitat to its original condition upon cornpletion of construction in
the area.

e Preservation of any tree canopy overhanging any streams within the project area,

I hope this information proves helpful to you. If you have any questions or require additional information,
please call me at (800) 852-0942 Extension 366.

Sincerely,
Dong Dawson

‘Wildlife Biologist IIT

Cc: Environmental Section File



December 21, 2005

Jeff Brown

Parsons, Brinkerhoff, Quade, and Douglas, Inc.
312 Elm Street, Suite 2500

Cincinnati, OH 45202

Data Request 06-039
Dear Mr. Brown:

This letter is in response to your data request of December 9, 2005 for the Brent Spence
Bridge Study Area (Kenton County) project. We have reviewed our Natural Heritage Program
Database to determine if any of the endangered, threatened, or special concern plants and animals or
exemplary natural communities monitored by the Kentucky State Nature Preserves Commission
occur near the project area on the Covington USGS Quadrangle, as shown on the map you provided
to us. Please see the attached reports for more information, which reflect analysis of the project area
with three buffers applied:

1-mile for all records — 28 records

S-mile for aquatic records — 28 records

5-mile for federally listed species — 16 records

10-mile for mammals and birds — 6 records

Plethodon cinereus (Redback salamander, KSNPC Special Concern) is found only in Boone,
Kenton and Owen Counties in Kentucky. This is a woodland species that occurs in deciduous and
mixed forest types. Adults are found under logs, rocks, bark, moss and debris.

Kirtland’s snake (Clonophis kirtlandii, KSNPC Threatened, federal species of management
concern) is known historically from the area but has not been observed in recent years. The species
may persist in relict populations in minimally to moderately disturbed areas, mostly along stream
drainages, but also in higher spots relatively far from streams. These snakes are regularly
encountered in residential areas, mostly in grassy strips in floodplains, vacant lots, and similar sites
where they find refuge beneath debris and in crayfish burrows. Disturbance, most notably heavy
construction, in these habitats can potentially impact populations of the species.
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